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Builders of Colorado’s Most Energy Efficient Homes Honored by ENERGY 

STAR® and E-Star Colorado™  
 

Seven Receive Coveted EPA ENERGY STAR New Millennium Builder Awards for 2002 
DENVER – November 26, 2002 – Seven homebuilders from throughout Colorado have 

been recognized for construction of the most energy efficient homes in the state –homes that use 

less energy, are more comfortable, save their owners money and reduce the impact of housing 

development on the environment. 

Now in their second year, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s ENERGY 

STAR New Millennium Builder Awards encourage homebuilders from all over the state to make a 

commitment to energy efficient building, as well as educate consumers about the benefits and 

importance of energy efficiency for homes. This year’s award-winning homebuilders received 

recognition in a ceremony earlier this month at the Hearthstone Co-Housing Community House – 

part of the Old Elitch Gardens Redevelopment Site in Denver, where one of the winning properties 

is located.    

ENERGY STAR for Homes and E-Star Colorado™ presented the awards. ENERGY STAR for 

Homes is part of the EPA’s ENERGY STAR® program, which helps prevent pollution and save 

consumers money by lowering their utility bills. E-Star Colorado™, a non-profit organization 

committed to advancing energy efficiency in housing, supports and manages the New Millennium 

Builder Awards on behalf of ENERGY STAR. 
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“Each year, more and more builders are coming to understand the positive impact they can have 

by making a commitment to constructing homes that use less energy. They are also realizing that by 

doing so, they are providing real and lasting value to their customers and to the environment, since 

ENERGY STAR homes are 30 percent more energy efficient than standard new homes,” said Patty 

Crow, ENERGY STAR® representative for Colorado.   

Megan Edmunds, Director of E-Star Colorado™, added that this year’s award-winning builders 

are adhering to energy efficiency standards voluntarily, because they know that doing so makes good 

business sense. “We are very proud of the exceptional efforts of each of these builders and are 

thrilled to recognize them for their contributions to residents, local communities and our state as a 

whole.” 

The homes built by this year’s winning builders are located in three regions of the state –  

Denver Metro, Front Range and Greater Colorado –  and represent four types of home building: 

custom, production, affordable, and co-housing. The winners for 2002 are:  

 

Homebuilder Based In Builder Type Region Location of 
Winning Home(s)  

Wonderland Hill 
Development 
Company 

Boulder Co-Housing Denver Metro Denver 

Centex Homes Englewood Production 
Builder 

Front Range Fort Collins 

Engle Homes Englewood Production 
Builder 

Denver Metro Denver Metro 

Habitat for 
Humanity 

Denver Affordable 
Housing 

Denver Metro Denver 

Balanced 
Construction 

Montrose Custom Builder Greater 
Colorado 

Montrose 

Tierra Concrete 
Homes 

Boone Custom Builder Front Range Colorado Springs 

Kurowski 
Development 
Co. 

Littleton Custom Builder Denver Metro Conifer 

 

To qualify for the ENERGY STAR® New Millennium Builder Awards, builders must have 

built new homes or modified existing homes that meet or exceed the home energy rating standards 

of the EPA’s ENERGY STAR® for Homes program. This rating is a uniform and comparative 

measure of energy performance, and can be thought of as a residential "miles-per-gallon" sticker. To  
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receive the ENERGY STAR label, a home must undergo a third-party evaluation of its energy   

performance. The EPA will issue an ENERGY STAR label that can be affixed to the residence’s 

breaker box upon receiving written verification of a home’s 86 point score on E-Star™’s 0 to 100 

energy efficiency scale.  

A panel of energy efficiency, building design and construction experts evaluated this year’s 

entries based on a range of criteria. These included considerations of economy; innovative use of 

building processes or technologies to achieve energy efficiency; health considerations – such as 

combustion safety and mechanical ventilation – and use of ENERGY STAR products.  The 2002 

Award Panel members are:  

• Ren Anderson, Technology Manager, Building Energy Technology Program, National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory;  

• Steve Andrews, sustainable building consultant and Senior Technical Officer, E-Star 
Colorado™;  

• Traci D'Alessio, State Coordinator, Built Green Colorado, Home Builders Association of 
Metro Denver;  

• Howard Geller, Executive Director, Southwest Energy Efficiency Project;  
• Marshall Kaplan, Wirth Chair in Environmental and Community Development Policy, 

University of Colorado at Denver;  
• Nancy Kellogg, E-Star™ certified home energy rater;  
• Paul Kriescher, President, Lightly Treading, Inc. and member, E-Star™ Board of Directors;  
• Felix Lee, Director, Fort Collins Building and Zoning Department;  
• Ed Lewis, Senior Deputy Director, Colorado Governor’s Office of Energy Management and 

Conservation;  
• Gary Pringey, Building Official, Town of Frisco Building Department; and  
• Doug Swartz, Energy Services Engineer, Fort Collins Utilities. 

  

About ENERGY STAR® 

ENERGY STAR for Homes is a national, voluntary program that develops partnerships with the home 

building industry to construct homes that use at least 30 percent less energy than required by the 

Model Energy Code. For further information, contact local ENERGY STAR representative Patty 

Crow at (303) 312-6464, crow.patty@epa.gov, or visit www.energystar.gov. 

About E-Star Colorado™  

E-Star Colorado™ is the leading home energy rating system (HERS) program within the state of 

Colorado. E-Star™ provides an objective and quantifiable means for homeowners and builders to 

evaluate the energy performance of their homes. To accomplish this, E-Star™ trains, certifies, and 

oversees the work of independent Energy Raters. A list of Raters who can perform E-Star™ energy 

evaluations can be found at www.e-star.com or by calling (800) 877-8450.  
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